
People will ask questions 

such as: “what was she 

wearing?”, “how much did 

she have to drink?”, or 

“why was she hanging out 

with them?”. It is time that 

we turn the question 

around and instead ask 

“why did he (or she) do 

that?”. 

We give kudos to the Gov-

ernment of Saskatchewan 

for supporting and launch-

ing this campaign—each of 

the situations in the video 

are all too real and it is 

time to put a stop to all 

forms of violence, includ-

ing sexual violence.  

Don’t be a bystander, 

speak up.  

 

In October of this year, the 

Government of Saskatche-

wan, following the lead of 

Ontario, launched a very 

important video campaign 

bringing awareness to sex-

ual assault. The video is ‘in

-your-face’ and forces 

viewers ask themselves an 

important question: ‘If I 

were witness to sexual 

violence, would I do some-

thing to end it?’.  

There have been countless 

studies on the bystander 

effect, which refers to the 

phenomenon that individ-

uals are less likely to offer 

help to a victim when 

there are other people 

present—the 

probability of 

help is actual-

ly inversely 

related to the number of 

bystanders. The bystander 

effect happens in all sorts 

of situations; however, the 

bystander effect is ex-

tremely detrimental no 

matter the setting.  

It is alarming to know that 

only 10 per cent of victims 

themselves report sexual 

abuse/assault 

(leaderpost.com); there-

fore, it is so important that 

as witnesses we do not 

simply remain bystand-

ers—we must speak up.  

As in all forms of violence, 

and especially sexual vio-

lence, it is often the case 

that the victim is blamed. 

#WhoWillYouHelpSK 

Sexual Assault in Saskatchewan 
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Program  

Information  

 Shelter  

Support & 

Follow-Up 

Program 

 Community 

Outreach 

 Children’s 

Programs 

 Residential 

Services 

 24-Hour  

Crisis Line 

If you or someone you know are being abused please ask for help.  

Moose Jaw Transition House 24-Hour Crisis Line 

   306-693-6511 
 To find out more information you can also visit us online:  

        mj-transitionhouse.com 

Client  

Wish-list 

Pajamas 

Winter Jackets 

Toiletries 

Phone Cards 

Bed Sheets
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Events 
Grandmother Moon Symposium – December 3rd  

 On Thursday December 3rd Riverview Collegiate hosted 500 

students for the fourth annual Grandmother Moon Symposium, which is 

an event held in conjunction with December 6th. Candles were lit to 

honour the 14 women who lost their lives on December 6th, 1989 at 

l’Ecole Polytechnique. The key note speaker, Karmen Krahn, spoke to 

both male and female students, staff, and community members about the 

effects of isolation, chaos, and silence and how they promote violence. 

Krahn stressed the importance of both women and men coming togeth-

er to stand united in the effort to prevent violence against women and 

girls. After the key-note address students were split into six different 

breakout groups to explore subjects such as reconciliation, missing and 

murdered indigenous women, and female empowerment.  

 

December 6th  - National Day of Remembrance and Action on 

Violence Against Women  

 Since 1991, December 6th has been known as the National Day 

of Remembrance and Action on Violence Against Women; this is a day 

to commemorate the 14 young women whose lives were ended in an 

act of gender-based violence at l’Ecole Polytechnique on December 6th, 

1989 in Montreal, QB. Along with remembering the lives of these wom-

en, we also use this day as an opportunity to reflect on all acts of vio-

lence against women in our society, what the root causes of these acts 

of violence are, and to consider what steps we as a community and soci-

ety may take to eliminate all forms of violence against women and girls.  

Each year Moose Jaw Transition House hosts an event to honour December 6th; this year, we 

screened the film “The Hunting Ground”. The Hunting Ground is a documentary exposing rape 

crimes on college campuses in the U.S, their institutional cover-ups, and the devastating toll they 

take on students and their families.  
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Liberals Are In, Now What? 
In our Spring/Summer newsletter 

we wrote about the issue of the 

nearly 1200 missing and murdered 

Indigenous women in Canada and 

how the Harper government was 

mostly ignoring the issue and taking 

no action whatsoever. Well, the 

Liberals have taken over, so now 

what?  

Justin Trudeau and the Liberal Party 

made a long list of promises in their 

78-day election campaign. Now that 

the Liberals have officially been 

sworn in, one of those promises 

was that he would ‘immediately’ 

launch a national public inquiry 

into missing and murdered abo-

riginal women. This is exciting 

news for all Canadians and espe-

cially great news for the families of 

the approximately 1200 missing and 

murdered Indigenous women who 

are still searching for answers about 

their loved ones.  

While there is no doubt that this is 

positive news for Canada, there is 

still a bit of skepticism among 

some—including a coalition of First 

Nations and advocacy organizations. 

There is concern amongst these 

organizations that the Liberal gov-

ernment may not learn from past 

mistakes; particularly the mistakes 

made by the BC government in 

their missing women inquiry. Wrap-

ping up in 2012, the government of 

British Columbia launched a formal 

inquiry after the DNA of 33 women 

were found on Robert Pickton’s pig 

farm. Many sources state that the 

inquiry’s focus was too narrow and 

only fixated on Pickton himself as 

well as what the police did wrong in 

“the Pickton years” (www.cbc.ca). 

The inquiry commissioned by the 

BC government seemed very reac-

tionary—they only focused on 

what happened after the discovery 

instead of looking at the root caus-

es of those deaths and what 

measures could have been taken to 

prevent the deaths of the 33 wom-

en.  

Prevention will be key for the Liber-

als’ inquiry—what are the causes 

and how can we intervene earlier to 

ensure that no more names are 

added to the list of 1200 missing 

and murdered Indigenous women. 

One way this is proposed is for Mr. 

Trudeau to sit down with some of 

the families of missing and mur-

dered Indigenous women. Similarly, 

it is important for the Liberals to go 

into the communities and examine 

the issues underlying the massive 

amount of missing and murdered 

aboriginal women—issues, accord-

ing to Wally Oppal (former BC at-

torney general who led BC’s investi-

gation), such as “poverty, drug ad-

diction, mental illness, homeless-

ness, and the general living stand-

ards on reserves…” (www.cbc.ca).  

Trudeau and his officials certainly 

have their work cut out for them 

on this issue, but we remain hopeful 

that something positive and con-

crete will come out of this inquiry.  

Moose Jaw Transition House Children’s Christmas Party 

We are hosting our annual Children’s Christmas party on December 12th. This Christmas celebra-

tion for the children we work with is graciously sponsored by 15-Wing Moose Jaw. The children will 

enjoy food, crafts, games, and a visit from Santa who will be bringing gifts.  



 

N E W S L E T T E R  T I T L E  

P A G E  4  

In The News 

Progress on gender equality is very slow. 

A quarter-billion more women have entered the global workforce in the last decade, but the gender 

pay gap is barely shrinking. At current rates, it will take 118 more years for women to make as much as 

men, says the World Economic Forum. (Canada came 30th in its 145-country pay ranking, down 11 

spots from last year.) Meanwhile, a new study found a quarter of British men claim that they experi-

ence a monthly “man period,” suffering symptoms like fatigue, bloating and heightened sensitivity. The 

validity of “Irritable Male Syndrome” remains questionable, but these men report that 58 per cent of 

their female partners believe in it too. 

Each week Maclean’s magazine rounds up the week’s top stories and 

summarizes them to help you feel like “the smartest person in the 

room”. These Talking Points are from the week of November 6th, 2015 

and we thought our readers might be interested in them!  

 

An Alberta MLA speaks 

courageously about her 

experience about do-

mestic violence. 

Alberta NDP MLA Maria Fitzpatrick 

stood in the legislature last week 

and shared a horrifying tale of do-

mestic violence from her own life, 

recounting years of physical and 

mental abuse at the hands of her 

now-dead ex-husband. The emo-

tional speech came during debate 

over a private member’s bill, pro-

posed by Independent MLA Debo-

rah Drever, which would allow flee-

ing victims of domestic violence to 

break leases without financial penal-

ty. It’s good that such a measure is 

being considered. And even better 

to see a politician speaking out so 

bravely on a subject that deserves 

far more attention. 
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Moose Jaw Transition House is proud to partner with Safe 

Homes for Single Mothers Moose Jaw Inc, which is a non-

profit organization that provides home inspections for low-

income families; the goal is to ensure that every family, no 

matter their income, has a safe place to live.  

The goal of our partnership is to assist women moving out 

of Transition House to secure safe housing for them and 

their children.  

We are very excited about this partnership and look for-

ward to what the future may bring!  

 

 

Update: Saskatchewan to begin reviewing 

Domestic Violence Deaths. 

On the cover page for our Spring/Summer Newsletter we dis-

cussed that in Saskatchewan there had never been a coroner’s 

inquest or formal review of any intimate partner homicides, which 

is disappointing seeing that Saskatchewan has the highest rate of 

domestic violence and intimate partner homicides among Canadi-

an provinces.  

We are happy to update our readers on this issue: In October Sas-

katchewan Justice Minister Gordon Wyant said that the province 

will now begin reviewing deaths that are a result of domestic vio-

lence. Domestic Violence Deaths are preventable, hopefully the 

formal review of deaths resulted from domestic violence will give 

more insight into what can be done before the deaths occur.  

Safe Homes for Single Mothers 

Things we think you should Google:  

 Tea Consent (video) 

 #WhoWillYouHelpSK (video) 

 3 reasons why you should buy your 

son a doll  

 Imagine the Possibilities, Barbie 

(video)  

 What happens when you put a boy 

in front of a girl and ask him to slap 

her (video)  

Statistics: June 1st, 2015—December 

1st, 2015 

45 women and 42 children have stayed 

at Transition House  

160 calls for support 

165 crisis calls  

 

At Moose Jaw Transition House we would 

like to do our part in going green—if you are 

receiving your newsletter by mail and would 

like to receive it by email, please let us 

know: thousedir@sasktel.net   

On behalf of all the staff from Transition 

House we would like to wish you and your 

families Happy Holidays and a Safe and Pros-

perous New Year!  



 

Primary Business Address 

Address Line 2 

Address Line 3 

Address Line 4 

Phone: 555-555-5555 

Fax: 555-555-5555 

Email: someone@example.com 

Toshiba 

 

Your donations help us provide better services to women and children fleeing abuse  

Name: ___________________________ 

 

Address: _________________________ 

 

_______________________________ 

 

_______________________________ 

Amount donated: __________ 

Clip and forward to: Moose Jaw Transition House  

    Box 1866 Moose Jaw, SK  S6H 7N6 

A tax deductible receipt will be issued  

Funding for our programs is  

provided by  

 

We would like to extend our deepest form of gratitude to those who have  

generously donated funds, goods, or services between  

June 15, 2015 and December 1, 2015.  

We also thank anyone who may have been missed from this list.  

Second Chance Prom  

Trinity United Church 

UCW 

McMaster Studio 

Limerick UCW 

Anne Touriginy 

MJ Council 519 UCT 

Sylvia V. Stephanson  

Willis Wingert  

Sheila Bushnell  

Central Butte UCW 

Patty and Brad  

Lawson  

John Howard Society  

Holy Trinity Catholic 

School Division  

St. Johns United 

Church  

Sheryl Larochelle 

John Marcenko 

Elaine Kyle 

Angie Neuberger 

K. Mithchell 

Annette Mattson  

Hayley and Cayden’s  

Mother’s Day Run 

 

Lil’ Chicago Roller Derby  

Huguette Leger  

Tenae Walter  

Miracle Circle ELCW 

Earl Bender 

Kurtis Chow  

Moose Jaw Refinery  

Partnership 

Gary Olafson  

Central Lutheran Church 

Royal Bank of Canada 

Dagney Marshall  

Moose Jaw Trefoil Guild 

MJ Elks Lodge #7 

Enid Burnes 

Dianne Hellings  

St. Barnabas Mission 

Inc. 

Messiah Lutheran 

Church 

Irene Marchenko 

Ray Caragata 

St. Joseph’s Parish  

 Minto United 

Church  

SEIU West   

Shannon Lucas 

Stacey Batty 

Wayne Smith  

Sue Robinson  

Loraine Cheesman  

Kolbie Nesset—

Advance Home and 

Commercial Builders 

Inc.  

Boston Pizza Main St N 

Dale Jackman  

St. Joseph’s Hospital 

Ladies Auxiliary 

 


